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It is sometimes said that the Japanese people are not very good at learning foreign languages. Even the
Japanese people say  this about themselves. But it is quite surprising that when they say this, they often say it
in ( )!' This is quite interesting. A lot of foreigners visit Japan every year. They come from all over the
world. Few of these visitors can speak Japanese, but they are able to travel in Japan and enjoy their visit.

Why is this? It is because when they travel in Japan, they always meet Japanese who speak English.
Many Japanese people speak English. This is very different ( ) the United States, because few people
there learn to speak a foreign language. Most Americans who can speak a foreign language well grew up in a

family that spoke that language. German-speaking Americans usually grew up in families that came from
Germany. Spanish-speaking Americans usually grew up in families from Mexico, Puerto Rico, or South America.
French-speaking Americans usually grew up in families from ( ), Quebec, or French-speaking Africa. And
most Japanese-speaking Americans grew up in families from Japan.

Many Americans study a foreign language in high school or college, but they don’t often have chances to use
the language after they finish school, and it is soon  (forget). Only a few Americans learn a foreign language

well enough to speak or read it well. And even those few Americans who really learn a foreign language well

usually learn a Western language like French, German, or Spanish.

Recently more Americans have become interested in more “difficult” languages like Russian, Chinese, and
Japanese. Even so, most high schools offer only French, Spanish, and perhaps Latin. Japanese is becoming
more popular, but it is still  (teach) only in a few American high schools, colleges, and universities. A Japanese
visitor to the United States, especially if  he leaves the two coasts, will find almost no one who can speak to him
in Japanese. And those few Japanese speakers he really meets will probably be Americans of Japanese ancestry.

Japanese who don’t speak English at all will find that it is very difficult to travel alone in the United States.

But a foreigner can come to live and work in Japan, and stay for several years, without (learn) to speak

Japanese.
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Many Japanese people can speak English, French and German very well.

Most Americans can speak a foreign language well, because they learn it in high school, college or at home.
Some Americans can speak a foreign language when they have grown up in families that come from that
country.

Japanese visitors to the U.S. do not have to speak English, as many Americans can understand

Japanese well.

Foreign tourists in Japan can enjoy their trips even if they don’t understand Japanese.

More Americans have become interested in Japanese, and they would like to talk with Japanese people.
Very few Americans speak Japanese.

Foreigners who can’t understand Japanese are not able to live or work in Japan.

Mother told me to clean my room.

M

Mother said to me, “( ) ( ) room.

Tom’s camera is not as old as mine.

My camera is ( ) ( ) Tom’s.

The news ( ) him very happy.
He lost his watch, and he doesn’t have it now.
He ( ) ( ) his watch.

I was excited by that movie.

That movie was ( ) to me.

She knew everything.

{When he heard the news, he became very happy.

There was ( ) she didn’t know.
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Nick is asking the way to the nearest bus stop.
Nick Excuse me, where is the nearest bus stop?
Man It’s on the other side of the post office. Do you know where the post office is?
Nick No, I don’t. I’'m new here. [ to/you /the way / could / me / tell ] the post office?
Man Sure. Go straight along this street. Turn right at the second corner. You’'ll find it on your left.
You can’t miss it.

Nick Thank you very much.
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How will Tom go to Japan? We don’t know it. ( )
You must not leave the door open. ( )
About one thousand students come to this school. ( )
How fast your brother runs! (What )

What !




Have you ever been to China?
Yes, | have been there twice.

Which do you like better, tea or coffee?
1 like coffee better.

Who was the telephone invented by?
It was invented by Bell.

Where are you from?
I’m from Australia. How about you?

Should I call you Mr. Kato?
No. You should call me Dr. Kato.

Nine hours.
For twenty days.

By plane.
By car.

Six million.
Seventeen million.

No, they didn’t.
Yes, they did.

One week.
More than a month.

By ship.
By train.

Sixteen million.
Seventy million.

No, they don't.
Yes, they do.

We have to know about our own culture.

We have to learn about Fukuzawa Yukichi.

We have to buy a lot of books about radio and TV.

We have to know about foreign countries and the people there.




We can say the world is becoming smaller and smaller. In the old days, it took a long time to travel from Japan
to foreign countries. In 1860, Fukuzawa Yukichi went to the United States by ship. It took more than a month to
arrive there. Now, we can get to San Francisco by plane in only about nine hours. It has become easier to go to
other countries. In 2004, about 17 million foreign people visited Japan and about 6 million Japanese went to other
countries.

Long ago, there were no radios and no TVs, so it was not easy to get news about other countries quickly. But
now we can see and hear many things which are happening in many places around the world on the radio and TV,
and by other ways of communication.

The world is becoming smaller and smaller. We can’t live without knowing about foreign countries and the
people there. We have to understand foreign people, and we have to be understood by foreign people, too.

How long did the trip to America take Fukuzawa Yukichi in 18607
Nine hours. One week. For twenty days. More than a month.

How did Yukichi go to America?
By plane. By ship. By car. By train.

How many tourists came to Japan in 2004?

Six million. Sixteen million. Seventeen million. Seventy million.

Long ago, did people get news about foreign countries easily?
No, they didn’t. No, they don't. Yes, they did. Yes, they do.

What do we have to do now?
We have to know about our own culture.
We have to learn about Fukuzawa Yukichi.
We have to buy a lot of books about radio and TV.
We have to know about foreign countries and the people there.



