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We can show our feelings with our faces.

We can’t communicate with others by pictures.

Bees sing a song and tell other bees where food is.
Humans can hear any sounds that elephants make.
People have more ways of communication than animals.

I want to go to the police station. Will you ( draw paint spell write ) a map

I can’t remember how to ( talk tell say speak )* Douitashimashite” in English.

I looked around, but I ( looked at looked up watched saw ) nothing.

Mother ( is cooking was cooking cooks has cooked ) in the kitchen when | came home.
I met Mary when | went ( to shop shopped shopping on shopping ) in Kobe.
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I have a beautiful multi-colored patchwork quilt that my grandmother made for me. It’s one of my most valuable things. |
know it ( ) many hours to make, and I feel that it shows the “patchwork” of my grandmother’s life.

But what do we know about our grandparents’ lives? Our parents may tell us about their stories. Or, if we’re lucky, we hear
them directly from our grandparents. In my case, | always felt close to my grandmother, but we never talked much about the
past. Then about ten years ago, | suddenly wanted to know. Perhaps it’s because she was getting old, and | knew that | would
never again have a chance to ask her.

I decided to make a tape. On a hot Texas summer night, my grandmother and | went together to visit her older sister who
lived alone in the country. We had a good time in the living room, and | turned ( ) the tape recorder. At first we all felt
nervous, but they started to talk about the stories little by little. In the end, | realized not only my grandmother’s life, but also
the world of small town Texas.

Texans are “a type of persons different from the others of the United States,” she tells me. Her sister agrees and speaks of
the “inner pride” she and other Texans feel. In fact, neither seems to be interested in where our family came from in Europe.

They only want to know how our  ancestors came to Texas. Most Texans, they tell me, came from the deep South, places like
Mississippi and Alabama. “Looking for new horizons,” they claimed land and built a new life. In its history, Texas was a
republic between 1836 and 1845.  This makes us “unique,” my grandmother explains; “we still keep that sense of freedom and
pride.” If you go to Texas, you can’t miss the Texas Republic flags flying all over the state.

I think it is wonderful to love the place you come from. But on the other hand, 1 know the dark side of Texas history and

culture too well to feel only pride. So when | hear the next story, | feel very proud of my grandmother. It’s a story from the
1940’s when she and my grandfather ran a small cafe. One day a group of soldiers come in to eat, and there’s one African
American soldier with them. While everyone else sits in the cafe, he goes into the back to eat alone at a small table in the
kitchen. That was the custom of the time and nobody challenged it. She says she’s always felt ashamed for not saying to that
soldier, “You go on and sit in the cafe with the others.” Again and again, she speaks of her shame and regret. However, | can
respect my grandmother, because | think she was right.

Our grandparents’ lives are made of a patchwork which is different from our own, but perhaps the fabric is the same. I like

to think so. And also tonight, I’'m listening to the familiar voice of my grandmother telling the stories I love.

multi-colored patchwork quilt

Texas Texans Mississippi

Alabama claim republic 1836
custom shame regret fabric familiar
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| give have make take |

a member of your family who lived a long time ago’

This

ancestor

ran
Some soldiers ran away from the field.

The river ran into the sea.

Mr. Smith ran a hat shop when he was young.
We ran in Central Park this morning.

“ 1think ...” “ Oneday ..."

| But my grandmother knew it was wrong, even then. |

patchwork”

On a hot night I visited my grandmother who lived in the country by herself.

Texans feel “inner pride”, a sense of freedom and pride.

If you go to Texas, you can’t find Texas Republic flags.

It is wonderful to love the place you come from.

A group of soldiers came in the cafe, and they all ate together.
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She is standing ( ) )

His mother ( ) him ( )

Lake Biwa is about four ( ) ) large (
How interesting this movie is
( )( ) interesting movie this is
Why was he so happy
What ( )( ) so happy

{ It snows a lot here in winter.

( ) have ( ) snow here in winter.

{When I read the English book, | didn’t use a dictionary.

I read the English book ( ) ) a dictionary.

Is butter sold at that store

20

) the door.

) eat too much.

) this lake.

It is warm in Okayama.

10 The TV show was exciting. We watched it last night.

10

Kate How are you, John
John I’'m fine, thanks. Kate, if you’'d like to go to a concert this Friday.
Kate Oh, , John, really, but I’'m afraid | can’t this Friday. | have to work.
John Oh, that’s too bad. Well,
Kate Sure, let’s.
John Well, are you free on Saturday night  They’re doing the same program.
Kate Saturday would be fine. What time does the concert start
John At eight, but
Kate That would be fine. Where do you want to meet
John
Kate Oh, that’s a good idea.

why don’t we meet at the nearest station at 30

how about having dinner first

I wonder

could we make it some other time then
I’d love to
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Our school will be

Itis in Okayama.
Many students
They every day.
Jim
Ken
1,000
Jim
Ken
Jim

Ken







