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End of the World and Eschatology

I learned from books that there are many kinds of religions and myths all over the world. They were believed
by a great number of people until recently. Even people who don’ t believe or are not interested in religion must
have heard something about them. These beliefs all have something in common. They each have End in their
scriptures and collections of poems. End means the demise of the world — in short, all life—not only humankind
and animals but also gods—die out and disappear from the world, with only a few living on in the new world
after the world has ended.

Christianity is the religion which has the most Ends. Genesis recorded in Christian scripture— the Old
Testament—describes some Ends. For example, Noah™ s Ark is a tale where God was going to stop the evil of
humankind from increasing too much with a flood. God told a good man, Noah, who was following God, to make
an ark. He boarded it with his family and pairs of all animals, and then they survived when the land was covered
with the flood. Also, in Paradise Lost, Adam and Eve were enticed to eat forbidden fruit by a snake, though God
told Adam not to eat it. The fruit brought wisdom of good and evil, and they were banished from the Garden of
Eden because God was afraid that they would eat the fruit of life and get immortality. They didn’ t die in the
End. Adam lived to the age of 930 but the time where they could get blessings from God for free was lost. Their
Eden had ended.

Another religion, Hinduism, has a god of destruction called Siva. Siva is identified with Daikokuten of the Seven
Lucky Gods in Japan, and plays a role in the destruction of the world which has come to the end of its life, and
prepares for the creation of the next world. In Norse mythology, a tale of End called Ragnarok was written in
Edda. Ragnarok means the day of End. On that day, Heimdallr blew Gjallarhorn to tell of the start of the last
war. All the gods fought evil spirits and giants—all beings that had been captured by that day. Many gods were
killed and lives lost in the great war. At last, the world was burned by flame and the nine homeworlds sunk into
the sea.

These religions and mythology have different Ends. After each End, a new world was created and the survivors
became progenitors. They have a lot of morals. They tell us that if we do something evil, we' 1l pay for it sooner
or later. Conversely, if we follow our gods and do something right, we' 1l be saved from difficult situations. These
are the same morals that are shown many books and fairy tales our mothers read to us when we were children.
Their stories taught us what is right or wrong. People might have aimed at such an effect in the past. If that is
right, humankind doesn’ t change. There isn’ t a big difference between the past and the present. We cannot
stop evil behavior if we are without morals and depend on warnings to keep our precious, orderly, and happy life.
I doubt that our ancestors really ate forbidden fruit!
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Title: Using Smartphones While Walking

In recent years, using smartphones while walking has become a social
problem in Japan. The number of people who were taken to hospital because
of accidents caused by using a smartphone while walking is increasing year
by year. 122 people were hospitalized during the last four years and one of
these died. The people who are harmed are communing old people, children
and visually impaired people. It is dangerous for the person and also others, so
there are public opinions about whether we should make regulations about it.

New Jersey has already made regulations. Since 2012, Violators must pay an
85 dollar fine. This April Yahoo conducted an attitude survey, 75 percent of the
about 50,000 respondents answered that it was necessary. A man who uses his
smartphone while walking said, “I understand it is dangerous but I thoughtlessly
do it when I' m in a hurry. If regulations are made I would stop doing.” There
are already regulations about smoking while walking in some communities. A
lot of people agree about making regulations about using smartphones while
walking on the basis of these facts.

However a lot of people disagree because it is not necessary. Professor
Tokuda Katumi, who is knowledgeable about the issue of using smartphones
while walking says “Starting with regulations is absurd. First of all education
is needed. Many people used cellphones in the train when they first became
popular but now that is not often seen. Moreover though smoking is not
allowed in many places, the people who really want to smoke can smoke in
designated smoking areas. If we must not use smartphones while walking, we
need the place where we must use them.”

Railroad companies, local governments and cellphone companies have
launched public education programs which prevent the use of smartphones
while walking. Railroad companies and transportation bureaus in Kansai put
up posters saying “Stop using smartphones while walking” in stations last
year. Railroad companies in Kanto put up posters about preventing accidents
at the end of last year and the beginning this year. NTT docomo put outdoor
advertising in Sinjuku Station and added an application which prevents the use
of a smartphone while walking.

You don’ t want to hurt yourself by using a smartphone while walking, do
you? You don' t want to hurt someone else by doing it, do you? If regulations
about it are made, a lot of people quit it. We should be conscious of not doing it,
even if regulations about it aren’ t made. For others’ safety and for my safety.
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Dear my best friend

How are you? I'm fine.

Do you get along with your family?
Do you get along with your friends?
Do you get along with your girlfriend?
I want to know you.

I'm a little worried because you sometimes overdo it. You don't talk with a
person and you are going to solve things alone. Stress will pile up.

Please sometimes rely on a person than you do your best alone. Then, you
must have some good discovery. I don't tell you a lie.

But--- I may sometimes tell a lie after all.

Now, I'm not honest. You will know it.

I can't say the real intention when I really meet you. We first met when we
became junior high school students. Ever since, we have done various things.
We talked for a long time on the phone and played games. I fought against you
a lot too. But we are still good friends.

It is because you are tend. When we fought, you apologized earlier. I was
saved by your gentleness. I always relied on you.

But'-* you never relied on me. Why? Am I so unreliable? I want you to rely
on me. You do your best well. I don't want you to hold all things alone. Rely
on me. I've showed before, but I'm not honest. So I can't ask you to rely on me.
As a result, I told you in this letter.

I have told you the dark detail. Sorry, it is not like me. I'm going to have a
little bright talk from now on. According to the song I like the best,

“Your greatest ally is reflected back at you, right? That's the proof of life.”
I think it is very wonderful. How about you?

Of course, I'm your ally. You are glad, aren't you? So you enjoy your lifel

Then, happiness will comell I guarantee itl!

If you are alive, that girl whom you love might turn around.

If you are alive, you might win the lottery!

If you are alive, it might begin againl!

These are very wonderful, aren't these? Let's enjoy living our life!

So rely on me anytime if you have a trouble. I might not be able to give you
a good advice'-- But I think hard some good advices! Because we are best
friends! So, you must not over do itl It is a promisell

Last but not least, let's play again!! See you again!

From Keiko Kimura
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To: My Host Family in Kansas City (US.A)

Hil Long time no see.

How are you doing? A few weeks have passed after I came back to Japan. I
really still missed Kansas City. And now I'm enjoying my next term. But I
sometimes reminisce about my stay I had a blast. It gives me a courage and
power. The experiences I spent in Kansas City is my treasure. I often tell my
friends what I did in Kansas City, what America was like and so on.

By the way, these days my school had some students from Korea. My school
has a relationship of sister school with Korean school. Although I wanted to
have a student at my home, I couldn't do it because of my parentsjob. But
that's fine. Because we had an opportunity that we took a class with them. I
enjoyed a lot instead of couldn't have them at my home. I talked a lot about
difference between Japan and Korea. I tried to let them enjoy in all different
situation for them, as you did for me. I owe it to you that I really enjoyed my
stay in Kansas City. So I do it for another one as you did for me. I think it is
what I can do. I hope they enjoyed their stay at our school. And I want to be a
bridge between Japan and many countries. Japan has nice things. On the other
hand, other countries have their virtue as well. So, I tell Japan's and absorbs
others.

So, I want to keep practicing English and improve my English skill so that I
can do what I said before.

TAKE CAREIll
Sincerely,
Tatsuyuki
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E-mail info@konkougakuen.net



