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Okayama Prefecture 12th English Letter Contest

To: Malala Yousafzai
From: Yukiho Yamamoto
[ N

How are you doing? I heard your speech three years ago, when you were fifteen
years old. At that time I was just twelve and didn’t understand it completely. Now,

I have reached the age when you made the speech. Ilistened to it again. I thought
over what you said, especially about children's rights and girls' education, comparing
it with my education. You said, “Let us pick up our books and our pens. They are the
most powerful weapons. One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change
the world. Education is the only solution. Education is first.” I was impressed by
this. Ilook up to you as a girl of the same generation.

I also read your book titled "Malala". I can't believe that there is a group that
forbids women from going shopping alone, playing and listening to music, and going
to school. That's terrible. Ilearned about the "Malala fund" through the book.
"World is family." you said. What an excellent idea! I was shocked to hear that you
were shot on a school bus. You overcame a painful ordeal. I feel happy that you
spoke up and are trying to change the world.

I'live in Japan. We go to school every day and take classes properly and
comfortably. In my country, most of the students feel it’s natural that they go to
school and learn there. But I realized it is rare good luck and we should appreciate
this situation.

I know that there are so many children around the world who can't go to school.
You have worked for them enthusiastically. You said, “ It's not time to pity them.
We must work. Don't wait.”

Last summer, [ joined a program to help poor children in other countries. I sent
some stationary such as notebooks, pencils, and erasers to children in Laos. I heard
that they were glad when they received them. I'd like to continue such things to help
many children in need.

A society in which everyone can be educated is ideal. You taught us the importance
of speaking up. I think you are one of the most powerful and strongest people and a
symbol of a peaceful world. Your speech moves our hearts.

My dream is to be a teacher. I want to give education to as many children as
possible. There is a shortage of teachers in Japan, so children might not be able to
receive enough adequate education. I thought that I should try to protect the rights
of children.

I'd like to visit your country and see you someday. I pray for world peace and I
want everyone in the world to be educated equally as well.

Please take good care of yourself.
Sincerely yours,

(RADEREZDEEH/EL TVET)

Okayama Prefecture 22nd English Essay Contest

My dream for someone
=2 fiteE w/T

On July 24th 2016, I left Japan for the Philippines, to study there during the summer
vacation as a representative of Japan for the “Tobitate” program. I chose this
country because there was a language school there that my friends told me about.
After [ went to the language school, I joined a volunteer group to use English that I
had learned and to research education there. I wanted to improve my English skill
to become an English teacher at school in Japan, but I have learned more important
things.

I was supported by many people in the language school. I had always been afraid
to talk with someone in English before. A teacher gave me some advice. She said,
“It’s natural that anyone should make mistakes, but don’t make the same one again.
First of all, you should love yourself, or you won’t find confidence. Love yourself!”
She told me about my shortcomings, and made me smile when we were singing
together. I was encouraged by what she said. That made me able to go sightseeing
with about 15 others on holiday. In addition, I got to know a Chinese girl named
Sunny, and we talked about each other’s troubles. It was a lot of fun to communicate
with people from other countries through English. I enjoyed speaking English from
the bottom of my heart.

During the last week, I joined other volunteer activities. Speaking of volunteerism,

I came up with the word “support”. The group is not only helping people get out of
poverty in the Philippines. They emphasize education to help the poorest children
become leaders of the country and to change their circumstances throughout the
country. I helped the people in Smokey Mountain, the orphanage, and their school. I
found children who wanted to study but could not because they don’ t have enough
money to go to school. It was a situation that I couldn’ t imagine in Japan. My
heart was filled with sorrow. I decided I wanted to do as much as I could do for this
country where I stayed for a month and that changed me completely.

Until now I hid myself and forgot about myself. However, the encounters with those
teachers and my friends changed myself, and my feelings towards my dream became
much stronger than before. It was only a wish, but it has changed to a real dream. I
think that it is wonderful to exchange ideas with people from other countries using
English and think about each other. I believe that understanding different cultures
will lead to international cooperation. This is why I want to be an English teacher
who can improve English education, because I had a good experience. I really
appreciate my parents allowing me to go abroad in my school days. I'm trying to tell
more people about my experience to understand the poor children with my friends.
Never will I forget their smiling faces in spite of their poverty! I do hope I can meet
them again in the future.

(FAADEREZDOE /AL TVEY)
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