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Konko Gakuen High School

YAMAGUCHI Yuki

Dear 10 year-old me,

I found a letter from you to the future me when I was cleaning my room. I’
1I write the reply from now. You are suffering from an illness now. It has been
transmitted from your letter that the long hospital life is painful.

I read the statement “Was I able to leave the hospital?” and I wanted you to
enjoy the joy when you were discharged from the hospital. Now, that hospital life
seems like a lie. There are things I can’ t do but I can play the piano, I can study
at school, I can eat my favorite food and I' m happy every day.

The word I want to say to you is “Thank you.” Thank you for your hard work.
Now I live thanks to you. For example, the happy of being able to have a meal
with everyone, the warmth of the sun and the comfort of the wind, and the joy of
being able to walk with your friends on school routes.

“What kind of work are you doing?” I can’ t answer it now, but I want to be a
doctor who saves children suffering from diseases like you were. I want to make
many children smile as a doctor. I' 1l write a letter to you again when I become
such a doctor.

You can do anything as long as you have a life, so try anything. First of all,
please do your best for the future and receive treatment. A fun time every day
will definitely come. I hope you will get well soon.

Sincerely,
15 year-old you

7677
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Stop Giving Children Bizarre Names.
Konko Gakuen High School
OKAZAKI Takuto

What do you think about giving children bizarre names? The number
of children who have names most people can't read correctly seem to
be increasing recently. There are also some names that are from anime
characters. I believe that their parents want to make their children stand out
by making their names unique.

Last summer, I did some volunteer work and taught children in my
neighborhood how to draw pictures. In order to be friendly, I tried to
memorize their names and call them by their first name. When I looked at
a girl's name tag, I was at a loss. I didn't know how to pronounce her name
properly. A 16-year-old high school student cannot even read the name of a
school child? I called her by the name which I thought it should be. She seemed
to be sad. I found I was wrong. I felt down because I hurt her feelings.

A couple of days later, I found an article titled “Bizarre Names are Becoming
a Social Problem”. Some children have the names that are pronounced Kitty
and Pikachu. It is true the names sound familiar, but who can read “MEiZ48" or “JG
" in the right way? These children could be bullied because of the peculiarity
of their name.

In my opinion, giving children clearly bizarre names is wrong. If parents
were wise, this social problem wouldn’ t occur. I learned that after they have
become fifteen years of age, they can file for a change of their name into a new
one by themselves. In other words, they can be troubled by the name chosen
by their parents for as many as fifteen years. This time is especially important
for children because this is when children build their personality.

Even if they manage to change their name at the age of fifteen, things will
not be easy. Changing their name is like losing the identity that they have
formed. Parents may just want to make their children stand out, but is it really
necessary? Ichiro Suzuki, one of the most famous professional baseball players,
has quite a common name. What has appealed to the world was his nice
personality, and his great accomplishments, but not his name. What matters is
what he is or what he does, not how unique his name is.

Once they put a name on their children, it is hard to change it, but they
might continue to be made fun of by many people. I think all parents should
stop to think over the future of their beloved children and be aware of their
responsibility when naming them. Adults must not name their children
thoughtlessly. We can solve this problem just by paying close attention. “Stop
giving children bizarre names”. I hope this problem will disappear soon.
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